
VOL. 47 (2006) No. 3 December n. 152 

  

REPORT ON COLLOQUIUM OF / ON FREE FORM DESIGN 

Andrew Borgart 

Faculty of Architecture, Delft University of Technology, The Netherlands, a.borgart@tudelft.nl 
 

 
 
On September 28th and 29th the first International 
Colloquium of Sub-Working Group Free Form 
Design (FFD) of Working Group 15 Structural 
Morphology, was held at and sponsored by the Delft 
University of Technology. It was the first meeting of 
the sub-working group FFD since its initiation was 
approved at the Executive Council of the IASS, 
meeting at the symposium in Bucharest in 
September 2005. The colloquium was organized by 
Andrew Borgart, Bige Tuncer and Martijn 
Veltkamp (all Delft University of Technology), 
Tuba Kocaturk (University of Salford) and Manfred 
Grohmann (University of Kassel / Bollinger und 
Grohmann). 

The ambition of sub-working group FFD is to 
establish an international network, bringing together 
expertise and knowledge from both practice and 
research carried out in the interdisciplinary field of 
free-form design (complex geometry) in 
architecture, to discuss the most recent theories and 
applications of emergent (digital) technologies and 
processes in free-form architecture / engineering 
and production (digital means of free-form 
generation, analysis and fabrication technologies). 
The main focus is on the formal qualities of the 
emerging complex geometries and emerging 
working processes and the relations between the 
two in a multi-disciplinary framework.  

The objective of the colloquium was to provide 
insight into the potential of design, engineering and 
production processes of free-form designs, as well 
as their limitations, as to provide guidance for the 
wider practice and research community for future 
development and research in the field of free-from 
design. To this aim the organizers of the 
international colloquium brought together 
intellectuals and practitioners in the field of 
architecture, engineering, manufacturing and 
academics in the field of free-form design, to debate 
the direction of technologies and practices that are 
deemed as influential in setting the agenda for 
future research, education and practice.  

The colloquium was organized as a critical 
discourse in three moderated topic related sessions 
on: the human context (the cultural, economical and 
political setting), technological opportunities and 
emerging knowledge (research, education and 
practice). The participants where asked to write a 
position abstract to be debated in one on the topic 
related sessions. In a closing moderated sessions 
three “confrontation” where organized each 
between two participants with leading opposing 
positions on one of the three topics. In February 
2008 the book of the colloquium with the revised 
position papers by the participants and additional 
invited articles by authors will be published. The 
next FFD meeting is to be scheduled in 2008. 


